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obtained by placing larvae on selected trees. The larvae in
the second case are hatched from seed which is usually the
product of wild moths : seed from reared moths being poor
in quality and uncertain in supply. The silk is coarse, very
strong, and of a dark buff colour. It is reeled, the pupae being
stifled. Tussar silk is woven in India mainly for local use;
for export it cannot compete in price with the Chinese
Shangtung.
Muga Silk:   Anthercea assama.
This is a semi-domesticated species found in Assam, feeding
principally on Laurels. The eggs are laid on special grass
rods, which are then hung up indoors until the worms hatch.
When this takes place, the rods are hung on a tree, and the
worms crawl up and feed on the foliage. After stripping the
tree, the caterpillars crawl down the stem and collect on
triangular mats which are placed on the trunk in readiness:
the mats are then taken to another tree and-hung on it. When
full grown the larvae crawl down the tree, and are collected
and placed in branches of dry leaves, where they pupate.
Seed cocoons are carefully selected, and the remainder are
stifled and reeled. All the silk is reeled locally, and the greater
part is woven locally, but a small quantity is exported to other
parts of India, where it is valued on account of its beautiful
dull bronze colour.
Shantung Silk or Chinese Tussar:   Antheraza perneyi.
This species is very extensively reared in China. It is
bivoltine, and is found both wild and semi-domesticated in
many districts. It is usually reared indoors, though occasion-
ally upon dwarf oaks in the open air. Oak is the exclusive
food-plant used. Two crops of silk are obtained annually,
one in the spring and one in the autumn : the latter is heavier,
but poorer in quality. Shantung silk is pale buff in colour,
and is very largely exported.
Anthercea yama-mai.
This is the corresponding Japanese species to A. perneyi,
and like it feeds exclusively upon Oak, and is reared in a similar
manner. It is, however, only single-brooded, and is now